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and twenty dinars. On that day he paid the men of four
barracks. It was reported that these troops were to march
out to Gaza with the Amirs, and to occupy the town until the
departure of the great expedition in the spring. At this time
the Sultan sent to arrest a number of Greeks of Khan al-
Khalill, said to be corresponding with Ibn 'Othrnan about
Egyptian affairs, and to have spies with them from him.
On arrest he put them in irons. The Sultan was reported to
have summoned the little boy, called Kasim Ibn Alimed
Bey Ibn 'Othman, who had accompanied al-Ghurl on the
expedition. After the defeat of the army he had returned
with the Amirs to Egypt, and having heard of a plot against
him the Sultan had fears for his life, so he brought him up
to the citadel and gave him quarters by the reservoir, allowing
him and his suite a competence.

At this time Sherefi Yaliya Ibn al-Atabek Ezbek Ibn
Tatakh arrived in Cairo. He had been living at Harnah,
[78] but fled thence when the place was captured by Ibn
*0thman, and came to Egypt by sea from Tripoli.

The Sultan conferred a robe of honour on Amir Takt Bai,
Chief Chamberlain, and appointed him as adviser in the
Inspectorate of Buhairah instead of Yiisuf al-Bedrl, in
addition to the duties of his office.

On Friday, the 26th, Kadi 'Abd al-Kerim Ibn al-Jl'an,
brother of Shihabi Ahmed Ibn al-JTan, arrived in Cairo.
He had been a prisoner with Ibn 'Othman in Syria, but
escaped into Egypt disguised as a camel-driver, wearing
an Arab cloak and a skull-cap. He was accompanied by
Ahmed al-Dimyati, a merchant in ai-Warrakin. He informed
the Sultan that Ibn 'Othman's power had waned, that his
troops were at variance with him, that his communications
had been cut by Nasir al-Dln Ibn al-Hanash, and that the
Arabs were killing isolated soldiers in the villages. He also
told that Ibn 'Othman had taken possession of the town of
Damascus and its citadel, and the citadel of Tripoli and Saf ad
and their provinces, and was master of the country from